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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Annual  Report  of  Trustees  for  Children. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department, 

30  Tremont  Street, 

Boston,  February  1,  1909. 

Hon.  George  A.  Hibbard, 

Mayor  of  the  City  cf  Boston :  — 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  chapter  3,  section  22  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  the  Trustees  for  Children  present  their 
Annual  Report  for  the  financial  year  ending  Jan.  31,  1909, 
this  being  the  twelfth  year  of  the  Children’s  Institutions 
Department,  and  the  fifty-first  year  of  the  Institutions  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  times  of  expiration 
of  their  appointments  are  as  follows :  — 


Charles  P.  Putnam,  Chairman  . 

• 

May  1,  1911. 

Miss  Mary  Boyle  O’Reilly,  Secretary 

“  1909. 

John  O’Hare  .... 

• 

“  1913. 

Lee  M.  Friedman 

• 

“  1910. 

Hasket  Derby  .... 

• 

“  1912. 

James  P.  Cleary 

• 

“  1909. 

Mrs.  Caroline  S.  Atherton 

• 

“  1911. 
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During  the  past  year  twenty-seven  meetings  of  the  Trustees 
have  been  held.  The  standing  committees  are:  — 

Committee  on  Finance.  —  The  Chairman,  Mr.  O’Hare,  and 
Mr.  Cleary. 

Committee  on  Schools.  —  Mr.  Friedman,  Miss  O’Reilly,  and 
Mrs.  Atherton. 

Committee  on  Placing-Out  Division.  —  Dr.  Derby,  Mr. 
Friedman,  and  Mrs.  Atherton. 

Committee  on  Releases.  —  Mr.  O’Hare  and  Miss  O’Reilly. 

Committee  on  Legislation.  —  The  Chairman,  Mr.  Friedman, 
and  Mr.  Cleary. 

The  members  of  the  Board  all  serve  in  turn  on  the  Visit¬ 
ing  Committee  for  the  Parental  School  and  the  Suffolk  School 
for  Boys,  two  members  being  appointed  for  two  months  in 
succession.  They  also  visit  the  children  placed  out  in 
families  and  institutions  at  intervals. 

The  children  under  the  care  of  the  Board  are  classed  as 
follows :  — 

(a.)  Delinquent  children  at  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 
(Rainsford  Island)  and  probationers  therefrom. 

( h .)  Truants  at  the  Parental  School  (West  Roxbury)  and 
probationers  therefrom. 

(c\)  Dependent  and  Neglected  children  boarded  or  placed 
free  in  families  (usually  in  the  country),  and  a  number  in 
the  care  of  schools  for  defectives,  or  other  hospitals  or  insti¬ 
tutions  not  under  the  management  of  the  Trustees,  where 
they  have  been  placed  for  training  or  hospital  treatment  at 
the  expense  of  this  Department. 

The  total  number  of  children  now  in  the  care  of  the 
Department  is  1,686,  or  164  less  than  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  divided  as  follows :  — 
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In  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 
On  probation  from  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys, 
In  the  Parental  School  . 

On  probation  from  the  Parental  School  - 
Dependent  children  . 

Neglected  children  . 


142 

204 

190 

360 

623 

167 


Total 


1,686 


The  total  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  care  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  was  447,  divided  as  follows :  — 


Delinquent  children 
Truants 
Dependents  . 
Neglects 


125 

104 

197 

21 


Total 


447 


The  total  number  of  children  discharged  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  was  611,  divided  as  follows:  — 


From  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  .  ,  3 


a- 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  probationers  . 

157 

a 

the  Parental  School  .... 

16 

a 

Parental  School,  probationers 

98 

a 

Dependent  and  Neglected  children 

337 

$ 

1 otal  «•••••• 

611 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  boys  from  the  Suffolk  School 
for  Boys  and  196  boys  and  three  girls  from  the  Parental 
School  were  released  on  probation.  These  remain  in  charge 
of  the  Department,  the  boys  from  the  Suffolk  School  for 
Boys  in  most  instances  until  their  majority  is  attained,  and 
the  boys  and  girls  from  the  Parental  School  until  they  reach 
the  age  of  16  years  in  nearly  all  cases.  Of  the  337  dependent 
and  nelected  children  discharged  14  died,  of  whom  10  were  in 
institutions  not  directly  in  our  charge. 

The  number  of  dependent  and  neglected  children  discharged 
also  includes  149  feeble-minded  and  epileptic  children  in 
institutions  discharged  December  1,  1908,  to  the  support  of 
the  State. 
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Financial  Statement. 

The  total  cost  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  was  #208,057.08,  which,  divided  among 
the  whole  average  number  of  children  (1,847),  makes  an 
average  per  capita  expense  of  #112.65  for  the  year,  or  #2.15 
per  week. 

An  analysis  of  the  expenses  of  the  Placing-Out  and  Office 
Division,  the  Parental  School  and  the  Suffolk  School  for 
Hoys  is  given  in  Tables  2b  to  2g,  inclusive. 

The  net  cost  of  the  Placing-Out  Division,  with  its  esti¬ 
mated  share  of  the  office  expenses  amounted  to  #100,044.56. 
This  includes  a  charge  of  #106.01  on  account  of  the  decrease 
in  the  inventory  of  clothing  on  hand  February  1,  1909,  from 
the  inventory  of  the  year  previous. 

Of  this,  #28,154.16  has  been  paid  for  the  board  of  children 
in  the  Baldwinsville  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  the 
Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics,  the  Massachusetts 
State  Sanatorium,  the  Long  Island  Hospital,  and  the  School 
for  Feeble-Minded  at  Waverley.  The  remainder,  #76,890.40, 
has  been  paid  for  an  average  of  444  children  boarded  in 
families  and  an  average  of  299  children  in  free  homes. 
Taking  together  all  children  boarded  or  placed  free  in  fami¬ 
lies  (743)  we  find  the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  to 
be  #103.48,  or  #1.98  per  week. 

The  total  net  cost  of  caring  for  the  delinquent  children 
was  #43,679.82,  of  which  #41,337.80  was  used  for  the  Suf¬ 
folk  School  for  Boys,  including  the  estimated  share  of  office 
expenses  (#550),  making  an  average  per  capita  cost  for  each 
boy  actually  in  the  Institution  (161)  #256.76  for  the  year,  or 
#4.91  per  week. 

The  remainder,  #2,342.02,  represents  the  amount  expended 
on  the  visitation  of  boys  on  probation  in  their  own  homes  and 
homes  in  the  country,  the  clothing  furnished  by  the  Placing- 
Out  and  Office  Division  to  some  of  these  boys  when  going 
to  the  country,  and  board  paid  for  an  average  of  five  boys 
for  the  year.  Taking  together  all  the  delinquents,  both  in 
the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  and  on  probation  (an  average 
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of  371),  the  average  cost  per  capita  for  the  year  was  $117.74, 
or  $2.25  per  week. 

The  total  net  cost  of  caring  for  truants  committed  to  the 
Parental  School  was  $64,438.71,  of  which  $59,213.92  was 
used  for  the  Parental  School,  including  the  estimated  share 
of  office  expenses  ($550),  making  an  average  per  capita  cost 
for  each  child  in  the  Institution  (234)  $253.05  for  the  year, 
or  $4.84  per  week. 

The  remainder,  $5,224.79,  represents  the  amount  expended 
on  the  visitation  of  boys  on  probation  in  their  homes,  and 
homes  in  the  country,  the  clothing  furnished  by  the  Placing- 
Out  Division  to  some  of  these  boys  when  going  to  the 
country,  and  board  paid  for  an  average  of  32  truants  on 
probation.  Taking  together  all  the  truants  (an  average  of 
569)  the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  was  $113.25,  or 
$2.16  per  week. 
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SUFFOLK  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS. 

Trustees’  Report. 

The  Suffolk  School  still  continues  work  with  inadequate 
equipment  in  land  and  buildings.  The  smaller  boys  are 
housed  separately  and  have  a  play-ground  of  their  own. 
The  older  boys,  as  has  been  said  often  before,  live,  sleep  and 
eat  in  a  crowd.  While  the  thorough  sifting  of  the  boys  by 
the  Juvenile  Court  is  largely  responsible  for  our  receiving 
the  boys  best  fitted  for  treatment  in  a  school  rather  than  in 
their  homes  or  on  probation  elsewhere,  yet  on  the  whole  the 
number  of  boys  sent  to  us  is  larger  than  before,  and  our 
housing  resources  have  been  severely  taxed.  Nevertheless, 
the  discipline  of  the  School  and  the  tone  of  the  boys  remains 
good,  and  much  faithful  work  is  done  for  them  and  by  them. 
It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  show  every  year  the  specimens  of 
their  work  in  the  day  schools,  the  sloyd  shop,  the  printing 
and  shoe  shops,  and  on  the  miniature  farm.  While  always 
hoping  for  improvment  we  look  with  satisfaction  on  what  is 
accomplished  in  spite  of  difficulties. 

About  five  acres  could  be  added  to  the  small  area  of  the 
island  by  filling  a  bay  at  an  expense  of  about  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  as  estimated  by  the  City  Engineer,  but  we  hesitate 
to  propose  this  large  expenditure  if  there  is  any  chance  of 
procuring  a  large  island,  or  larger  grounds  on  the  main  land. 
With  such  an  increased  area  and  with  smaller  and  more 
suitable  buildings,  the  boys  could  be  divided  into  cottage 
families  to  their  great  advantage. 

The  condition  of  the  boys  on  probation  appears  to  be 
somewhat  better  than  usual,  for  about  79  percent  are  doing 
well  or  fairly  well,  while  only  about  20  percent  are  not 
doing  well.  Just  when  it  is  neccessary  to  return  to  the 
School  a  boy  who  is  not  doing  well  is  a  matter  for  careful 
consideration  in  each  case. 

The  Trustees  desire  to  thank  the  religious  teachers  who 
have  instructed  and  interested  our  boys  with  devotion  and 
enthusiasm. 
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ADDITIONAL  (MINORITY)  REPORT  ON  THE 

SUFFOLK  SCHOOL. 

The  undersigned  Trustees  desire  to  repeat  the  recommen¬ 
dation  contained  in  the  Minority  Report  on  the  Suffolk 
School  made  last  year.  (Trustees’  Report  for  1907-08,  pp. 
9  and  10.) 

We  are  still  of  the  same  opinion  that  the  time  has  come 
when  the  City  of  Boston  should  either  abandon  the  Suffolk 
School  for  Boys  at  Rainsford  or  prepare,  through  the  expend¬ 
iture  of  a  substantial  sum,  to  build  a  new  institution,  where 
the  work  amongst  juvenile  delinquents  may  be  carried  on 
in  the  most  approved  fashion,  with  every  facility  for  edu¬ 
cational  and  manual  training  and  development. 

Every  reason  set  forth  in  that  Report  for  the  discontin¬ 
uance  of  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  still  exists.  There  is 
an  additional  argument  furnished  in  the  establishment  of  the 
new  Industrial  School  for  Boys  (Chapter  639,  Acts  of  1908). 
This  School  will  shortly  be  open  and  offer  a  place  where 
boys  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  eighteen  may  be 
committed.  This  will  naturally  offer  an  opportunity  to 
some  of  the  Judges  to  commit  the  boys  to  that  Institution  who 
otherwise  would  have  been  committed  to  the  Suffolk  School. 
This  will  narrow  the  usefulness  of  our  Institution  and 
add  force  to  the  recommendation  that  this  Institution  be 
discontinued  as  speedily  as  conveniently  may  be,  and  the  boys 
be  transferred  to  the  Lyman  School  and  to  the  Industrial 
School  for  Boys,  if  the  city  is  not  prepared  to  commit  itself 
to  the  alternative  undertaking. 

CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM. 

LEE  M.  FRIEDMAN. 

CAROLINE  S.  ATHERTON. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
SUFFOLK  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS. 


Boston,  February  1,  1909. 

To  the  Trustees  for  Children :  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the 
Suffolk  School  for  Boys  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1909. 

COMMITMENTS  AND  RELEASES. 

On  February  1, 1908,  there  were  145  boys  in  the  institution, 
committed  for  the  period  of  their  minority.  [Table  No.  4a.] 

During  the  year,  164  boys  have  been  committed,  39  of 
whom  had  been  in  the  institution  previously.  Thirty-three 
of  the  39  were  returned  from  probation  by  the  Trustees,  and 
6  were  committed  under  new  sentences.  One  hundred  sixty- 
four  were  released  on  probation  during  this  period. 

The  total  number  committed  represents  an  increase  of  more 
than  17  per  cent,  over  the  commitments  of  the  previous  year, 
and  an  increase  of  more  than  58  per  cent,  over  the  average 
number  of  commitments  per  year  during  the  past  ten  years. 

While  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  new 
commitments,  the  total  number  of  commitments  was  unsually 
augmented  and  probably  this  may  be  accounted  for,  principally, 
by  the  crowded  condition  of  the  School  which  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  release  a  considerable  number  of  boys  who  were  not 
entitled  to  probation  because  they  had  not  attained  the  honor 
grade,  in  order  to  make  room  for  new  comers.  As  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  these  premature  releases  the  number  of  boys  re¬ 
turned  from  probation  by  the  Trustees  was  increased  by  175 
per  cent,  over  the  previous  year.  [Table  No.  5.] 

Such  a  course,  while  necessary  under  existing  conditions, 
affects  the  discipline  and  work  of  the  School  in  an  injurious 
manner.  No  method  of  reform  could  show  any  certain  re¬ 
sults  in  such  a  brief  time  as  many  of  the  boys  have  stayed  in 
this  institution,  yet  these  conditions  probably  will  continue 
to  exist  until  more  commodious  quarters  are  provided  for 
the  School. 
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The  largest  attendance  during  the  year  was  on  August  6th, 
when  178  boys  greatly  overtaxed  the  capacity  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  to  properly  care  for  them.  The  smallest  attendance  was 
141  on  February  11,  12  and  18,  and  again  on  December  24 
and  25.  The  average  attendance  was  161,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  year  there  were  in  the  institution  142. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  organization  of  the  schools  is  the  same  as  during  the 
past  few  years.  The  work  is  conducted  under  the  guidance 
of  a  Principal  of  Schools  and  four  assistants.  The  methods 
employed,  grades,  curriculum,  etc.,  are  the  same  or  similar 
to  those  of  the  city’s  public  schools.  Because  of  this  policy, 
boys  coming  in  or  going  out  experience  but  little  difficulty 
in  continuing  their  work  in  either  School. 

Two  sessions  each  week  throughout  the  year  are  devoted 
to  instruction  in  wood-working  and  Sloyd. 

A  summer  school  consisting  of  five  periods  a  week  was 
conducted  during  July  and  August. 

Evenings  indoors  were  devoted  to  amusements  and  games, 
reading,  letter- writing  to  parents,  and  special  instruction  to 
backward  pupils. 

industries. 

The  organization  of  these  Departments  is  the  same  as  for 
several  years  past.  I  wish  that  the  institution  might  be 
equipped  with  facilities  for  other  industries,  and  this  phase 
of  our  work  extended. 

About  twenty  boys  received  instruction  in  Shoemaking 
and  repairing.  This  Department  is  equipped  with  the  latest 
and  best  machinery  operated  by  power  generated  by  an  elec¬ 
tric  motor,  and  is  kept  thoroughly  up-to-date.  The  class  is 
popular  with  the  boys  and  many  of  them  become  capable  of 
filling  good  positions  when  released  and  earning  journeymen’s 
wages.  The  boys  make  practically  all  of  the  shoes  used  by 
the  various  Divisions  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Depart¬ 
ment,  besides  doing  a  large  amount  of  repairing. 

The  Printing  Department  provided  instruction  for  a  class 
of  fifteen  boys.  The  work  is  very  practical  and  thorough, 
and  the  boys  released  from  this  Department  are  usually 
capable  of  entering  any  job  printing  office  and  earning  good 
wages. 

The  Sewing  room  provides  work  for  a  class  of  fifteen  boys. 
In  this  Department  1,765  garments  and  pieces  have  been 
manufactured  this  year,  and  18,869  garments  and  pieces  and 
8,509  pairs  of  stockings  repaired. 
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The  gardening  is  done  by  a  small  class  of  boys,  while 
many  of  the  others  assist  at  numerous  times. 

RELIGIOUS  EXERCISES. 

Religious  services  have  been  conducted  each  Sunday  in 
the  Chapel  by  Rev.  Matthew  McDonald,  S.J.,  who  has  also 
made  regular  visits  to  the  Catholic  boys  in  their  spiritual 
interests.  The  Sabbath  School  has  been  continued. 

Services  for  the  Protestant  boys  have  been  conducted  by 
Miss  Lillie  A.  Cobb,  of  Newton  Highlands. 

Messrs.  David  Wyman  and  Albert  A.  Borofsky  have  had 
charge  of  the  services  for  the  J ewish  boys. 

To  these  and  all  others  who  have  aided  in  the  work  of 
uplifting  and  brightening  the  lives  of  the  boys  in  our  care, 
I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  their  generous 
assistance. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  boys  has  been  generally  good.  All  boys 
are  examined  on  admission  to  determine  the  absence  of  con¬ 
tagious  diseases,  and  a  record  is  made  of  the  chief  physical 
characteristics  of  each  boy.  Two  cases  of  pneumonia  and 
one  of  glossitis  were  sent  to  the  Long  Island  Hospital  for 
treatment.  One  death  occurred  from  congestion  of  the  lungs. 

There  were  586  cases  treated  by  the  resident  physician, 
Dr.  Charles  A.  Rabethge. 

The  dentist,  Dr.  Evan  P.  Wentworth,  cleansed  the  teeth  of 
all  the  boys.  He  has  treated  and  capped  14  teeth ;  extracted 
851,  and  made  164  fillings. 

The  usual  classes  in  gymnastics  and  athletics  have  been 
conducted  by  the  physical  director,  Dr.  Rabethge,  and  the 
usual  daily  swimming  baths  in  the  ocean  were  enjoyed  by  the 
boys  during  the  summer  months.  The  holidays  have  been 
appropriately  observed  with  athletic  and  other  amusements. 

NEEDS. 

It  hardly  seems  necessary  to  say  much  upon  this  subject ; 
not,  however,  that  our  needs  are  not  many  and  varied,  and 
many  of  them  urgent,  but  because  they  have  been  given  so 
much  publicity  recently.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Common  Council  appointed  to  investigate  conditions  at  this 
institution,  which  was  recently  submitted,  contains  a  state¬ 
ment  of  our  most  imperative  needs.  Briefly,  they  are  these  : 
adequate  fire  protection,  present  conditions  endangering  the 
lives  of  those  compelled  to  submit  to  them ;  more  land,  which 
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could  be  obtained  by  building  a  bulkhead  to  enclose  a  small 
cove  and  filling  the  same ;  cottages ;  removal  of  cemetery ;  a 
new  administration  building,  to  contain  gymnasium,  officers’ 
quarters,  sewing  rooms,  sloyd  rooms,  etc.  I  would  also  rec¬ 
ommend  that  the  shoemaking  department  be  conducted  on 
a  separate  appropriation  large  enough  to  provide  more  work 
for  the  boys. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  my  assistants  and  the 
Board  of  Trustees  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  generous 
support. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Sumner  D.  Seavey, 

Superintendent. 
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PARENTAL  SCHOOL  — (THE  TRUANT  SCHOOL 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON). 


Trustees’  Report. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  quiet  and  progressive  work 
at  the  Parental  School.  The  whole  number  of  children 
during  the  year,  including  61  that  had  to  be  returned  for 
violating  the  terms  of  their  probation,  amounts  to  405.  At 
present  the  number  out  on  probation  is  360.  As  the 
average  number  in  the  School  has  been  234,  it  is  plain  that 
there  is  a  large  movement  of  the  population  of  the  School. 
The  probation  system  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  Though 
too  many  still  have  to  be  returned  because  they  have  proved 
unable  to  maintain  themselves  when  removed  from  the 
influences  of  the  institution,  yet  a  much  larger  number  go 
out  and  stay  out  to  attend  school  regularly  and  otherwise 
behave  well  in  their  own  homes  or  in  homes  in  the  country. 
The  great  trouble  is  that  the  homes  from  which  the  children 
come  are  ill-fitted  to  keep  them  in  the  paths  of  rectitude. 

The  Trustees  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  which  relates  to  the  improvements  which 
have  been  introduced  in  the  day  school  and  sloyd  depart¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  garden  work,  which  is  of  great  value. 

The  Trustees  heartily  concur  in  the  plans  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  in  regard  to  placing  the  teacher  on  the  same  basis 
with  the  teacher  of  the  special  schools  of  the  city.  The 
nature  of  the  work  puts  it  on  a  par  with  that  of  disciplinary 
and  special-difficulty  classes.  A  teacher  who  has  won  suc¬ 
cess  here  by  her  patience,  devotion  and  skill  in  interesting 
those  whom  others  have  failed  to  hold,  should  be  offered 
every  inducement  to  continue  in  such  service.  She  should 
at  least  have  all  that  the  City  of  Boston  offers  its  teachers  in 
like  work  in  the  way  of  salary,  pension  and  the  privileges  of 
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a  sabbatical  year.  This  has  been  specifically  recommended 
by  Superintendent  Brooks  of  the  Boston  city  schools  in  his 
annual  report. 

Although  much  good  work  has  been  done  at  the  Helen 
Cheever  Cottage,  the  School  for  Truant  Girls,  the  Trustees 
still  hold  the  opinion  expressed  in  former  reports,  that  it 
would  be  better  for  these  girls  to  be  cared  for  as  neglected 
children  rather  than  in  this  School.  The  problem  in 
their  training  lies  in  the  home  conditions.  As  neglected 
children  they  would  be  wards  of  this  Department  until 
majority.  As  truants  they  return  to  their  homes  after 
reaching  the  age  of  sixteen,  unless  earlier  released  on  proba¬ 
tion.  Moreover,  the  expense  of  conducting  this  cottage  is 
of  necessity  too  great  for  the  small  number  of  girls,  (see 
former  reports,)  and  this  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  econo¬ 
mize  with  due  regard  for  the  children’s  interests. 

The  Trustees  again  call  attention  to  the  valuable  work 
done  by  the  volunteer  staff  of  physicians  who  visit  the 
School,  and  to  the  assiduous  and  intelligent  labor  of  the 
house  officer.  The  Trustees  also  desire  to  thank  in  full 
measure  the  religious  teachers  who  have  so  generously  given 
the  children  their  valuable  services,  the  many  bus}r  men  and 
women  who  have  taken  time  from  their  scant  leisure  to  give 
the  boys  in  both  schools  addresses  and  entertainments. 

The  new  building  with  an  assembly-hall,  gymnasium, 
good  class-rooms  and  greater  facilities  for  manual  and 
industrial  training  is  not  yet  an  accomplished  fact.  The 
appropriation  asked  for  by  the  Trustees  was  not  granted  and 
the  smaller  sum  voted  is  not  adequate  to  meet  the  need. 
The  board  is  persuaded  that  vocational  training  must  be 
provided  for  these  boys  to  give  them  the  start  in  life  that 
they  ought  to  receive  in  this  School.  The  City  of  Boston 
cannot  afford  not  to  do  its  best  to  send  the  boys  out  fitted 
to  become  useful  men  and  good  citizens. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 

PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 

♦ 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children:  — 

In  accordance  with  your  rules  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  as  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1909:  — 

Number  of  children  February  1,  1908  ....  240 

“  committed  during  the  year  .  •  104 

“  returned  from  probation  .  .  61 

“  discharged  during  the  year  .  .  15 

u  released  on  probation  .  .  .  198 

Number  of  deaths  .......  1 

Number  of  children  January  31,  1909  ....  190 

Average  daily  attendance  .  ....  234 

Average  age  of  children  committed :  12  years,  2  months,  6  days. 

Average  time  spent  in  the  School  by  children  discharged  and 
released  on  probation  :  14  months,  4  days. 

Number  placed  in  country  homes  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Number  returned  from  country  homes  to  the  Parental 

School . 20 

Number  allowed  to  go  from  country  homes  to  their  own 

homes  .........  1 

Number  returned  from  probation  from  own  homes  .  40 

Number  out  on  probation  recommitted  ....  1 

Number  out  on  probation  committed  to  Suffolk  School,  17 

Number  out  on  probation  committed  to  Lyman  School,  9 

Number  at  home  on  probation . 303 

Number  in  country  homes  on  probation  .  .  .  57 

Whole  number  out  on  probation  .  < .  .  .  360 

Weekly  per  capita  expense . $4  84 
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HEALTH. 

The  general  health  has  been  excellent,  and  there  have 
been  very  few  cases  of  serious  sickness.  We  were  called  to 
mourn  the  death  of  one  boy,  Edward  Fermoyle,  who  died 
June  12  from  rheumatic  fever  complicated  with  pneumonia. 
Four  patients  were  sent  to  the  City  Hospital :  one  with  scar¬ 
let  fever,  two  with  diphtheria,  and  one  for  operation  for 
tubercular  adenitis. 

Dr.  John  E.  Overlander,  the  medical  house  officer,  has 
treated,  during  the  year,  1,033  cases;  166  were  hospital 
patients,  of  whom  twenty-one  were  operated  upon  for  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids.  The  visiting  staff  of  physicians  during 
the  year  have  been  Drs.  A.  M.  Worthington,  N.  W.  Howell, 
E.  N.  Libby,  and  F.  C.  Jillson ;  Dr.  E.  M.  Ellis  and  Dr.  E.  D. 
Hurley,  ophthalmologists;  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Stone,  consulting 
surgeon. 

Dr.  Evan  P.  Wentworth,  dentist,  treated  and  capped  nine¬ 
teen  teeth;  extracted  525,  and  made  129  fillings.  The  teeth 
of  all  the  boys  were  cleansed  in  April  and  December. 

Dr.  Edward  K.  Ellis  and  Dr.  Edward  B.  Hurley  have 
examined  the  eyes  of  the  children.  Thirty-seven  boys  and 
two  girls  were  supplied  with  spectacles. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  school  work  during  the 
year  save  that  the  number  of  grades  has  been  reduced  from 
nine  to  eight  to  correspond  with  the  grading  in  the  City 
schools.  We  have  had  nine  grade  teachers  and  two  sloyd 
teachers  throughout  the  year,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
smaller  numbers,  the  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher 
being  26,  more  individual  work  has  been  possible  and  greater 
advancement  in  many  cases  has  been  quite  pronounced.  It 
is  a  great  privilege  and  advantage  which  our  boys  and  girls 
enjoy,  that  promotions  take  place  at  irregular  intervals,  for 
when  fitted  for  higher  grade  work  they  are  not  held  back  by 
.  any  arbitrary  time  schedule. 

Because  of  lack  or  rather  the  supposed  lack  of  funds,  we 
had  no  vacation  school  last  summer.  Many  of  the  boys, 
however,  about  half  the  number  in  attendance,  derived  much 
good  from  working  in  their  (individual)  flower  and  vegeta¬ 
ble  gardens  as  they  were  able  to  give  considerably  more  time 
to  this  interesting  work  than  had  been  possible  in  other  years. 

Our  greatest  educational  needs  are  the  same  as  those 
pointed  out  a  year  ago,  viz. :  more  manual  training  for  all  the 
boys,  and  an  equipment  for  the  vocational  training  of  boys 
between  14  and  16  years  of  age. 
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THE  TEACHERS. 

Within  the  past  year  the  teachers  have  been  accorded  the 
full  privileges  of  transfer  to  the  public  schools  of  the  City, 
subject  of  course  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  govern  the 
transfer  of  a  teacher  from  one  public  school  to  another.  This 
action  on  the  part  of  the  School  Committee  has  been  the 
source  of  great  satisfaction  to  our  teachers,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  come  to  feel  that  they  are  on  a  plane  of  equality  with 
the  teachers  of  the  City,  and,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  may 
share  the  benefits  to  which  the  latter  are  entitled.  But  even 
so,  there  are  other  and  greater  benefits  and  privileges  enjoyed 
by  them  in  which  our  teachers  cannot  as  yet  share.  Some 
legislation  is  necessary  before  our  teachers  can  be  pensioned 
and  the  privilege  of  taking  one  year  in  eight  for  study  and 
travel  as  yet  has  not  been  accorded  them.  In  order,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  status  of  our  teachers  may  be  identical  with 
that  of  the  public  school  teachers  of  the  City,  the  following 
recommendations  are  made : 

1.  That  steps  be  taken  to  secure  for  our  teachers  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  pension  system. 

2.  That  the  Regulations  of  the  Public  Schools  governing 
leaves  of  absence  be  adopted  by  the  Trustees  for  Children. 

3.  That  the  maximum  salary  of  the  grade  teachers  be  the 
same  as  that  of  teachers  of  disciplinary  classes  and  that  the 
maximum  salary  of  the  sloyd  teachers  receive  an  equal 
increase. 

HELEN  CHEEVER  COTTAGE. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  an  average  of  seven  girls,  and 
at  the  present  time  (Feb.  1, 1909)  that  is  the  number  enrolled ; 
the  whole  number  committed  to  the  school  thus  far  being 
ten.  Of  those  now  in  the  School  three  are  doing  nearly 
seventh  grade  work  and  the  others  are  doing  work  of  the 
fourth  grade.  Of  the  three  who  have  been  released  two 
went  to  their  own  homes  and  one  was  placed  in  a  home  in 
the  country.  All  three  are  reported  as  conducting  them¬ 
selves  properly  and  doing  well. 

The  education  and  training  received  by  the  girls  is  on  the 
whole  much  superior  to  that  given  to  the  boys,  inasmuch 
as  besides  their  regular  school  work  under  an  experienced 
teacher  they  receive  much  vocational  training  in  all  branches  of 
domestic  work,  under  an  experienced  matron  and  thorough 
housekeeper,  who  is  interested  in  their  welfare  and  knows  the 
kind  of  training  that  will  best  fit  them  for  self-support  along 
domestic  lines. 
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Each  clay  of  the  week  brings  its  regular  duties.  Besides 
other  routine  work  their  program  includes  the  following  : 
Monday,  washing;  Tuesday,  ironing;  Wednesday,  cleaning ; 
Thursday,  cooking;  Friday  and  Saturday,  cleaning  and  cook¬ 
ing.  While  sewing,  darning,  mending,  making  beds,  etc., 
come  at  regular  times.  Each  girl  is  trained  in  all  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  work  to  the  extent  of  her  capabilities.  They  do 
actual  work.  It  is  not  playwork  with  them,  but  thorough 
and  practical  housework  which  for  the  most  part  they  take 
pride  in  doing  well.  Their  school  work  and  domestic  train¬ 
ing  are  doing  much  towards  fitting  them  for  a  helpful  and 
useful  life,  and  making  them  ready  to  do  faithful  work  and 
to  become  honest  and  self-respecting  members  of  society. 

RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 

The  Catholic  children  have  attended  Saint  Theresa’s 
Church,  and  four  girls  and  twenty-nine  boys  were  confirmed 
October  8,  1908.  The  Protestant  children  have  attended  the 
South  Evangelical  Church,  and  the  J ewish  boys  have  received 
instruction  from  Mr.  Max  Fritz  and  several  assistants. 

Miss  Katherine  Daly  and  Miss  Mary  Daly  have  had  classes 
in  morals  and  religion  on  Sunday  afternoons  during  a  part  of 
the  year.  Grateful  acknowledgment  is  hereby  made  to  those 
who  have  had  the  religious  training  of  the  children  in  their 
charge. 

SPEAKERS  AND  ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Since  the  beginning  of  June  we  have  been  greatly  favored 
by  having  a  speaker  to  address  the  boys  or  by  having  an 
entertainment  for  them  nearly  every  week,  generally  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon,  the  meetings  during  the  summer  and  early 
fall  having  been  held  in  the  grove.  The  masters  have  been 
instrumental  in  securing  some  of  this  talent,  but  Miss  Mil¬ 
dred  Kallen,  one  of  our  teachers,  is  deserving  of  great  credit 
for  having  arranged  this  series  of  addresses  and  entertain¬ 
ments  and  for  having  secured  most  of  the  talent.  As  a 
result  of  her  painstaking  efforts  the  boys  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  and  instructed,  and  the  feeling  of  monotony  which 
comes  to  active  boyhood  when  under  restraint  has  been  greatly 
relieved. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  speakers  and  entertainments 
between  June  4,  1908,  and  Feb.  1,  1909. 

William  E.  Perry,  Master,  Lincoln  School,  with  a  number 
of  boys,  gave  scenes  from  Courtship  of  Miles  Standish  ;  Darius 
Cobb,  Artist;  Harvey  H.  Baker,  Judge  of  Boston  Juvenile 
Court;  Thomas  A.  Mullen,  ex-Schoolhouse  Commissioner; 
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Albert  A.  Borofsky,  Children’s  Institutions  Department; 
Mitchell  Freeman,  Supt.  West-End  House  ;  Philip  Rubenstein, 
Associate  Judge  Boston  Juvenile  Court ;  Rev.  Adams  Puffer ; 
Lee  M.  Friedman,  Attorn ey-at-Law  and  member  of  Trustees 
for  Children ;  R.  S.  Hubbard,  Massachusetts  Society  for  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  ;  William  J.  Barry,  Attorney-at- 
Law ;  Michael  J.  Murray,  J udge  of  Municipal  Court ;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  R.  White,  Secretary  Anti-Cigarette  League;  John 
P.  Whitman,  South-End  House;  Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole;  John 
C.  S.  Andrews,  President  Old  South  Historical  Society ;  Mrs. 
Henriette  Goldstein,  Teacher  of  French,  South  Boston  High 
School;  Mrs.  Julius  Andrews,  Federation  of  Jewish  Women  ; 
Henry  Hurwitz,  Student ;  John  P.  Leahy,  Attorn  ey-at-Law ; 
Dr.  Hyman  Morrison ;  Lawrence  Brigreati,  Magician ;  Mr.  Yui, 
Chinese  Student ;  Walter  S.  Parker,  Assistant  Superintendent 
of  Schools ;  Maurice  P.  White,  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Schools;  Dudley  Prescott,  Imitator  and  Ventriloquist;  Mr. 
Max  Fritz  with  several  musicians  and  a  reciter ;  Young  Ladies’ 
Orchestra  from  the  West  End;  Mr.  John  Hebbard  with  six¬ 
teen  choir  boys  and  entertainers;  James  A.  Treanor,  Sub- 
Master,  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  School. 

OUR  NEEDS. 

Our  greatest  need,  that  of  a  new  school  building  to  contain 
class-rooms,  manual  training  rooms,  and  an  assembly  hall,  is 
soon  to  be  supplied. 

Several  other  needs,  though  mentioned  year  after  year,  may 
well  be  mentioned  again  : 

A  coal  pocket. 

A  new  barn. 

Heating  the  hospital  and  the  Superintendent’s  house  from 
the  central  heating  plant. 

An  equipment  for  the  vocational  training  of  the  older  boys. 

Additional  watchmen,  sufficient  to  insure  safety  in  case  of 
fire,  and  the  moral  welfare  of  the  boys  at  night. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


February  15,  1909. 


D.  P.  Dame, 

Superintendent. 
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PLACING-OUT  AND  OFFICE  DIVISION. 


Trustees’  Report. 

This  part  of  our  work  originated  many  years  ago  and,  still 
supervised  by  our  present  General  Agent,  continues  to 
maintain  its  excellent  character,  and  is  constantly  improving. 
It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  watch  the  assiduous  efforts  of  all 
the  officers  in  carrying  out  the  plans  which  the  Trustees 
heartily  commend.  Attention  is  called  to  the  many  excellent 
rules  and  customs  which  are  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
General  Agent.  The  lives  of  many  unhappy  children  have 
been  ennobled  and  expanded  as  the  years  have  gone  on.  It 
is  gratifying  to  see  by  the  list  given  in  the  report  of  the 
General  Agent  what  great  use  is  made  of  the  income  of  the 
Sawyer  fund  in  helping  children  in  ways  that  would 
be  somewhat  outside  of  the  Department  but  for  this  special 
fund.  It  should  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  this  list 
includes  all  the  children  that  have  been  able  to  attend  the 
higher  educational  institutions,  for  there  are  many  others 
who  have  had  these  advantages  without  this  help. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  THE 
PLACING-OUT  AND  OFFICE  DIVISION. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children:  — 

My  annual  report  as  General  Agent  for  this  Division  for 
the  year  ending  January  31,  1909,  is  herewith  presented. 

For  many  years  the  City  has  pursued  the  plan  of  placing 
out  its  minor  wards  in  families,  under  indenture,  agreement 
or  adoption,  or  at  board.  A  large  part  of  the  duties  of  the 
Department  is  the  finding  and  investigating  of  possible  homes 
in  which  to  place  children ;  the  visitation  and  care  of  children 
placed  in  these  homes ;  and  the  investigation  of  homes  of 
children  whose  admission,  release  or  discharge  is  in  question. 

The  whole  number  of  children  of  all  classes  under  super¬ 
vision  in  families  at  the  close  of  the  official  year  and  subject 
to  visitation  is  as  follows :  — 

Dependent  and  Neglected. 

In  families  at  board  .  .  .442 

“  without  board  .  .  297 

Truants. 

In  families  at  board  .  .  .  31 

“  without  board  .  .  26 

At  home  on  probation  .  .  303 

Juvenile  Delinquents. 

In  families  at  board  ...  5 

“  without  board  .  .  15 

At  home  on  probation  .  .  179 

Total . 1,298 

In  addition  there  are  23  at  the  Massachusetts  Hospital 
School  for  Crippled  and  Deformed  Children  at  Canton,  for 
whom  this  Department  pays  the  cost  of  maintenance. 

By  chapter  629,  Acts  of  1908,  all  feeble-minded  and 
epileptic  children  having  a  legal  settlement  in  Boston,  and 
heretofore  supported  at  the  schools  at  Waverley  and  Bald- 
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winsville  at  the  expense  of  this  Department,  became  wards 
of  the  State  December  1,  1908.  Applications  for  admission 
of  those  haying  a  residence  in  Boston  are  made  to  this 
Department,  as  formerly,  and  the  children  are  examined  by 
our  physician.  If  he  considers  them  eligible  for  either  of 
these  schools  the  necessary  papers  are  prepared  and  for¬ 
warded. 

HOMES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

In  seeking  free  homes  for  children  it  has  been  our  purpose 
to  select  those  that  would  be  permanent.  It  works  badly  to 
change  places  often,  and  the  child  who  is  shifted  from  one 
family  to  another  seldom  acquires*  affection  for  either,  and 
finds  no  place  he  can  call  home.  Unless  adopted  he  is 
placed  on  condition  that  he  shall  receive  wages  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  when  competent,  and  the  right  is  reserved  to  remove 
any  child  and  place  him  elsewhere  if  said  conditions  are  not 
complied  with.  Many,  however,  are  allowed  to  remain  with¬ 
out  compensation  when  educational  advantages  or  other 
inducements  are  offered.  Many  of  the  indentured  boys  and 
girls  have  accumulated  savings  which  have  been  deposited  in 
savings  banks  in  their  names. 

The  number  of  suitable  places  found  usually  exceeds  the 
number  of  children  waiting.  No  work  connected  with  the 
Department  requires  better  judgment  or  is  of  greater  import¬ 
ance  than  that  of  providing  proper  homes  for  children.  As 
a  rule  not  more  than  two  children  are  placed  in  a  family  to 
board,  unless  brothers  and  sisters.  Although  some  families 
fail  to  get  along  with  the  children  sent  to  them,  yet  they  do 
well  with  others ;  and  there  are  children  who  would  not  be 
happy  to  stay  in  some  places  where  others  are  contented. 
The  influence  of  home  life  upon  children  boarded  in  families 
in  preference  to  an  institution  is  noticeable ;  they  improve 
both  mentally  and  physically,  thereby  being  fitted  for  useful¬ 
ness  by  family  training.  Another  advantage  is  the  attach¬ 
ment  which  arises  between  the  children  and  the  family  with 
whom  they  are  boarded.  We  have  many  cases  where  board 
is  paid  but  a  few  months,  when  they  are  taken  on  indenture 
or  for  adoption,  if  eligible. 

Due  regard  for  the  religious  faitli  of  a  child  is  the  rule, 
and  in  no  case  is  a  child  placed  with  a  family  of  a  religion 
other  than  that  to  which  the  child  belongs.  The  progress 
made  in  religious  instruction  is  reported  by  the  clergy  twice 
each  year  on  blanks  furnished  by  the  Department. 

The  law  regarding  schooling  has  been  complied  with.  A 
quarterly  report  of  their  attendance,  from  teachers,  shows 
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that  the  school  work  is  as  good  as  that  of  the  average  child 
in  the  public  schools.  Fourteen  of  our  charges  are  at  present 
attending  high  schools,  academies  and  business  colleges. 

Worthy  parents  are  permitted  to  correspond  with  their 
children  in  country  homes  through  the  Department,  and 
occasional  visits  are  allowed. 

Should  the  child  be  one  for  whom  we  are  temporarily  caring 
on  account  of  misfortune  of  its  parents,  the  training  he  might 
receive  while  boarding  could  not  fail  to  be  beneficial.  We 
can  easily  procure  the  child  when  the  parents  are  in  a  proper 
condition  to  receive  him. 

The  demand  for  boys  and  girls  old  enough  to  be  of  assist¬ 
ance  continues  to  exceed  the  supply. 

Christmas  gifts,  such  as  cards,  books,  etc.,  are  sent  to  all 
the  children. 

VISITS. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  methods  of  visiting  the 
children  during  the  year.  Every  child  who  has  been  placed 
in  the  temporary  charge  of  any  person  authorized  by  your 
Board  has  been  visited  as  required.  All  visitors  are  given 
the  list  of  children  with  whom  they  may  become  acquainted. 
They  make  a  written  report  to  the  General  Agent,  who  in 
turn  presents  it  to  the  Trustees  for  inspection.  All  such 
reports  are  kept  filed  with  the  child’s  history  and  record  in 
individual  envelopes.  These  visits  are  important  because 
they  reveal  causes  of  difficulties  and  their  remedies,  and 
correct  and  prevent  abuse. 

No  child  is  admitted  to  the  Department,  discharged  by  the 
Trustees,  or  placed  in  any  free  or  boarding  home  without  a 
personal  visit  to  the  home  of  his  parents  and  the  home  in  the 
country  which  has  been  selected  for  him.  When  visits  are 
made  during  school  hours  the  visitor  calls  at  the  school  as 
well  as  the  home  in  which  the  child  is  placed,  interviewing 
both  teacher  and  child.  The  pastor  of  the  family  or  of  the 
locality  in  which  the  child  resides  is  visited  when  necessary 
to  obtain  information.  Infants  and  delicate  children  are 
placed  within  easy  reach  of  the  Department,  in  order  to  be 
convenient  to  the  hospitals,  and  are  visited  more  frequently 
by  our  trained  nurse  than  those  in  normal  condition. 

INVESTIGATIONS. 

Full  minutes  of  the  investigation  of  applications  for  the 
release  of  children  under  care  in  the  institutions  and  the 
Placing-Out  Division  are  preserved  on  the  files  as  vouchers  to 
support  the  reports  that  are  made.  They  include  admission 
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of  dependent  children,  of  boarding  and  free  homes,  for  adop¬ 
tion,  for  release  from  the  Parental  School,  and  the  Suffolk 
School,  for  return  from  probation,  and  from  the  Placing-Out 
Division  to  their  own  homes.  There  are  also  a  large  number 
of  miscellaneous  investigations  which  consist  largely  in  keep¬ 
ing  track  of  parents  and  in  following  closely  the  condition  of 
the  home  from  which  we  take  the  child,  thus  being  better 
prepared  if  an  application  for  release  of  this  child  to  his  own 
home  is  made. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  children,  on  an  average  of  829  during 
the  year,  in  country  homes,  has  been  good  on  the  whole ;  but 
among  so  many,  of  whom  a  large  number  have  been  handi¬ 
capped  by  previous  neglect,  there  are  many  cases  of  illness. 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  physicians  in  the  towns 
where  the  children  reside  was  618.  The  total  cost  of  visits, 
including  small  operations,  was  1962.80 ;  hospitals  and  nurs¬ 
ing  contagious  diseases,  etc.,  $316.80. 

The  number  of  visits  to  local  dentists  was  71 ;  total  cost, 
$256.25. 

The  number  of  visits  to  local  oculists  was  15;  total  cost, 
$40.65. 

Ninety-seven  others  needing  the  services  of  physicians, 
oculists,  or  dentists  have  been  brought  to  the  city  to  be  treated 
at  the  various  hospitals,  the  only  cost  to  the  Department  being 
for  medicine,  surgical  appliances,  or  eye-glasses.  There  has 
been  a  total  of  fourteen  deaths.  Five  were  under  one  year ; 
two  were  over  one  year  and  under  three  years ;  three  were 
over  three  years  and  under  six  years ;  three  were  over  ten 
years  and  under  16  years;  one  was  over  16  years;  ten  died  in 
hospitals  or  institutions ;  four  died  in  families. 

PROBATION. 

Releases  from  the  Parental  School  are  governed  by  chapter 
514,  Acts  of  1896,  which  deals  with  truants,  absentees,  and 
school  offenders,  who  may  be  committed  until  they  reach  the 
age  of  16  years.  These,  together  with  delinquent  children 
(boys  only),  committed  during  minority  to  the  Suffolk  School 
and  released  under  chapter  224,  sections  13  and  14,  in  all 
cases  depend  for  their  release  upon  the  merit  system  under 
the  respective  institutions,  which  makes  it  possible  for  a  boy 
to  earn  his  release  in  six  months. 

When  on  the  eligible  list,  if  his  home  conditions  are  satis¬ 
factory  he  is  permitted  to  return  there.  If  otherwise,  a  place 
in  the  country  is  found  for  him  until  such  time  as,  in  the 
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opinion  of  the  Trustees,  the  home  conditions  have  so  improved 
that  he  may  be  allowed  to  return  to  his  own  home  or  to 
friends. 

The  whole  time  of  two  agents  is  occupied  in  the  investi¬ 
gation  of  homes,  finding  employment,  visiting  boys  in  their 
own  homes  or  on  indenture,  returning  boys  from  probation  to 
the  school,  and  attending  court.  Truant  and  police  officers 
and  masters  of  schools  co-operate  with  our  agents  in  the  super¬ 
vision  of  these  boys  on  probation.  Many  of  these  probationers 
are  self-supporting,  and  a  large  proportion  are  doing  well. 
Each  of  these  agents  acts  as  a  personal  friend  towards  the 
boys,  and  to  him  they  can  appeal  when  in  difficulty. 


SAWYER  FUND. 

Many  of  our  wards,  who  are  indentured  in  families  of  mod¬ 
erate  means,  are  ambitious  for  a  higher  education,  and  some¬ 
times  seem  especially  adapted  for  the  professions.  They  are 
advanced  by  the  families  as  far  as  their  means  will  permit. 

Samuel  E.  Sawyer,  of  Gloucester,  in  1895,  bequeathed  to 
the  Marcella  Street  Home  $2000,  the  income  of  which  was 
to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  inmates  of  the  Home. 
As  the  Home  was  closed  in  1898  this  fund  was  transferred 
to  the  Placing-Out  and  Office  Division  in  1904.  Of  the 
income,  $587.67  has  been  expended  for  the  benefit  of  this 
class  of  children,  encouraging  them  to  continue  their  course. 
The  money  is  invested  in  4  per  cent.  City  of  Boston  bonds. 
Six  boys  and  ten  girls  have  received  financial  aid  from  this 
fund  since  1904,  in  the  way  of  tuition,  books,  clothing,  trans¬ 
portation,  etc.,  as  follows : 


One  boy  while 

u 

u 


u 

u 

Two  girls 
One  girl 
Seven  girls 


attending  Dartmouth  College. 
u  Amherst  College. 

u  Exeter  College. 

“  Academy. 

u  High  School. 

“  Business  College. 

“  Business  College. 

Normal  School. 

‘  High  School. 


CONCLUSIONS. 

Admission  of  dependent  children  is  granted  only  on  well- 
grounded  conviction  of  parents’  inability  to  support,  or  their 
unfitness.  As  far  as  possible  a  knowledge  of  the  condition 
of  parents  is  kept  up  while  the  children  remain  in  the  care  of 
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the  Department.  Without  watchfulness  many  children  would 
be  maintained  as  public  charges  when  parents  could  provide 
for  them.  Dependent  and  neglected  children  may  be  held 
during  their  minority  or  until  they  are  self-supporting,  but 
many  are  released  to  parents  when  the  Trustees  are  satisfied 
that  they  can  be  properly  cared  for  by  them. 

Every  child  entering  the  Department  is  carefully  examined 
by  our  physician,  whose  advice  and  report  assist  in  the 
selection  of  a  particular  home  which  may  meet  his  needs.  If 
feeble-minded,  epileptic,  or  crippled,  he  is  sent  to  the  institu¬ 
tion  adapted  to  his  requirements. 

To  the  clergy,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic,  throughout 
New  England,  we  are  indebted  for  their  kindly  co-operation, 
and  for  their  faithful  attention  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
those  of  their  respective  faiths. 

The  following  statistics  will  show  the  workings  of  the 
Department. 

In  closing  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  for 
their  interest  in  the  work  in  which  I  am  engaged. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  E.  McCarthy, 

General  Agent. 
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This  Report  of  the  Trustees  for  Children,  including 
reports  of  officers  of  the  Department,  is  respectfully  sub¬ 
mitted. 

CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM,  Chairman . 
JOHN  O’HARE. 

LEE  M.  FRIEDMAN. 

HASKET  DERBY. 

JAMES  P.  CLEARY. 

CAROLINE  S.  ATHERTON. 

MARY  BOYLE  O’REILLY,  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLE  NO.  1. 

Comparisons  of  Admissions ,  including  Court  Commitments ,  for  the 

past  Thirteeen  Years , 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Truants. 

Juvenile 

Offenders. 

Total, 

1896 . 

275 

29 

167 

75 

546 

1897 . 

259 

28 

167 

93 

547 

1898 . 

187 

37 

189 

126 

539 

t 

1899 . 

108 

30 

189 

113 

440 

1900 . 

171 

23 

171 

107 

472 

1901 . 

112 

25 

204 

89 

430 

1902 . 

131 

24 

242 

104 

501 

1903 . 

113 

10 

213 

89 

425 

1904 . 

129 

26 

193 

81 

429 

1905 . 

197 

22 

260 

84 

563 

1906 . 

199 

29 

133 

73 

434 

1907 . 

190 

32 

139 

125 

486 

1908 . 

197 

21 

104 

125 

447 

During  the  year  there  were  165  truants  committed  to  the  Parental 
School,  61  of  whom  had  been  formerly  released  on  probation;  164 
juvenile  offenders  were  committed  to  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys, 
39  of  whom  had  previously  been  released  on  probation. 

Including  these  recommitments,  there  was  a  total  of  547  children 
admitted  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  NO.  1A. 

Total  in  Charge  by  Classes  and  Present  Placing  at  the  end  of  Years  1905,  1906,  1907,  and  1908. 
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TABLE  NO.  2. 

Average  Number  of  Children  in  Care  of  the  Department  during 

the  Year . 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  in  Free  Homes  .  .  .  .299 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  boarding  .....  444 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  in  Institutions  .  .  .  .164 

Total  average  number  of  Dependent 

and  Neglected  Children  .  .  -  907 

Average  number  of  Juvenile  Offenders  in  Suffolk 

School  for  Boys  .  .  .  .  .161 

Average  number  of  Juvenile  Offenders  on  Pro¬ 
bation  from  Suffolk  School  .  .  .  .  *210 

Total  average  number  of  Juvenile  Of¬ 
fenders  .  .  .  .  .  -  371 

Average  number  of  Truants  in  Parental  School,  234 
Average  number  of  Truants  on  Probation  from 

Parental  School  .....  |335 

Total  average  number  of  Truants  .  .  -  569 


Total  average  in  care  of  the  Department  .  1,847 


*  Of  this  number  an  average  of  30  were  placed  by  the  Placing-Out  Division  in 
country  homes,  for  five  of  whom  board  was  paid. 

t  Of  this  number  an  average  of  56  were  placed  by  the  Placing-Out  Division  in 
country  homes,  for  32  of  whom  board  was  paid. 
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TABLE  NO.  2  A. 


Total  and  Average  Cost  of  the  Three  Divisions. 


Placing-Out  and  Office  Division  . 
Parental  School  .... 
Suffolk  School  for  Boys 

Total  . 


.  $108,685  36 
59,757  88 
43,481  70 

.  $211,924  94 


Income  from  the  three  Divisions,  (bills  and  cash 
forwarded  to  the  City  Collector,) 


3,867  86 


Total  net  cost  . 


.  $208,057  08 


Average  per  capita  cost  of  total  number  of  children 


(1,847)  under  our  care  for  the  year  .  .  $112  65 


Average  per  capita  expense  of  total  number  of 

children  per  week 

•  m 

$2  15 

TABLE  NO.  2  B. 

Office  Expenses. 

Salaries  ...... 

$13,254  82 

Postage  ...... 

500  59 

Printing  ...... 

403  68 

Telephone  ...... 

295  27 

Stationery  ...... 

245  71 

Office  expenses  and  library  supplies 

189  67 

Total  ..... 

m  • 

$14,889  74 

Estimated  proportion  expended  on  work  : 

* 

For  the  Suffolk  School  probationers  . 

$1,600  00 

• 

For  the  Parental  School  probationers  . 

1,400  00 

For  the  Parental  School 

550  00 

For  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 

550  00 

$4,100  00 

Estimated  amount  expended  on  work  of  Placing- 

Out  Division  .... 

t 

•  • 

10,789  74 

Total  ..... 

•  • 

$14,889  74 

Total 


Children’s  Institutions  Department 
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TABLE  NO.  2  C. 

Placing- Out  Division. 

Board  of  children  (including  an  average  of  37 

probationers)  ......  $53,449  83 

Board  of  children  at  Massachusetts  School  for 
Feeble-Minded,  Hospital  for  Epileptics,  and 
Hospital  Cottages  for  Children  (average  for 
year,  112)  .......  20,010  99 

Board  of  children  at  State  Hospital,  State  Sana¬ 
torium,  Wrentham  State  School,  Massachusetts 
Hospital  School  at  Canton,  and  Long  Island, 

(average  for  the  year,  21  children)  .  .  3,143  17 

Clothing,  expressage,  and  children’s  furnishings  .  8,966  88 

Transportation  (visitation  and  travelling  expenses),  5,440  34 


Medical  and  surgical  care  and  supplies  . 

• 

• 

2,573 

33 

Expense  of  burials  during  year 

• 

• 

89 

00 

Expense,  account  adoption  of  children  . 

• 

• 

83 

00 

Entertainment  ..... 

• 

• 

39 

08 

$93,795 

62 

Decrease  in  inventory  of  clothing  on  hand  February 

1,  1909,  from  February  1,  1908 

• 

• 

106 

01 

$93,901 

63 

Credits. 

Board  paid  for  an  average  of  37  boys  on 

- 

probation  ..... 

$3,869 

00 

Clothing  furnished  truants  on  probation, 
Clothing  furnished  juvenile  offenders  on 

475 

79 

probation  . 

Cash  received,  account  board  of  children, 
(sent  to  City  Collector,)  . 

222 

02 

80 

00 

4,646 

81 

Net  total  ..... 

• 

• 

$89,254 

82 

Net  total  . 
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TABLE  NO.  2D. 

Expenditures  of  Placing-Out  Division  .  .  .  $89,254  82 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses  expended 

on  this  Division  ......  10,789  74 

Total  .  .  ...  .  .  .  $100,044  56 

Cost  of  board  of  children  at  other  Institutions  .  23,154  16 

Net  expenditures  for  dependent  and  neglected 

children  in  homes  (free  and  boarding)  .  $76,890  40 


TABLE  NO.  2  E. 

Total  cost  of  dependent  and  neglected  children 

placed  in  families  (average  number  743)  .  $76,890  40 


Per  capita  total  expense  of  dependent  and  neglected 

children  in  families  .  .  .  .  .  $103  48 


Of  the  average  number  of  dependent  and  neglected 
children  boarded  during  the  year,  444, 

The  average  cost  of  board  per  capita  was  .  .  $111  67 

The  average  cost  of  clothing  per  capita  (estimated),  20  42 

The  average  cost  of  medical  care  per  capita  (esti¬ 
mated)  ........  4  53 


Total . $136  62 


Of  the  total  number  of  children  placed-out  in 
families  the  average  number  boarded  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  (including  an  average  of  37 
probationers)  was  .  .  .  .  481 

The  average  number  of  children  on  indenture 
in  free  homes  during  the  year  (including 
an  average  of  49  probationers)  was  .  348 


The  total  average  of  children  in  country 
homes  (both  free  and  boarding  homes) 
was  .......  829 


The  cost  of  board  for  these  children  was 
Transportation  ..... 

Clothing  ...... 

Medical  care  ..... 


$53,449  83 
5,440  34 
9,072  89 
.2,573  33 


Total . $70,536  39 

Per  capita  expense  of  children  placed  in  families, 

including  these  items  .  .  .  ...  $85  09 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  2  F. 


Expenses  for  Suffolk  School  for  Boys. 

Salaries : 


$18,930  81 
8,417  59 
2,533  24 
2,498  92 
1,765  91 
1,602  38 
1,132  53 
1,059  11 
430  81 
296  46 
269  40 
121  40 
52  50 

187  17 


$39,298  23 

Industries : 

Shoemaking  .  .  .  .  .  $3,893  50 

Printing .  289  97 

-  4,183  47 


Total  .......  $43,481  70 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses  .  ,  550  00 


$44,031  70 


Income. 

Amount  of  work  done  by  the  Shoe-shop 

for  the  other  Divisions  .  .  .  $2,173  65 

Amount  of  work  done  by  the  Printing 

Office  for  other  Divisions  .  .  440  25 

Received  from  the  Massachusetts  Cattle 

Bureau  .....  80  00 

Income  from  Suffolk  School,  (sent  to 

City  Collector,)  .... - 


2,693  90 
$41,337  80 


Superintendent  ....  $2,000  00 
Officers  and  Matrons  .  .  .  12,581  51 

Teachers  .  .  .  .  .  4,349  30 


Food  and  ice  ...... 

Clothing  and  bedding  ...... 

Fuel  and  light  ....... 

Laundry  ........ 

Agricultural  supplies  ...... 

Furniture  and  utensils  ..... 

Repairs  and  improvements  . 

School  and  library  supplies  ... 

Medical  care  and  supplies  . 

Soap  and  disinfectants  . 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage  . 

Insurance  on  and  inspection  of  boilers  . 

Sundries  (including  entertainment  for  inmates, 
transportation,  freight  and  telephone)  . 


Net  total  . 


34 


City  Document  No.  9. 


Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  161  boys  at 

the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  during  the  year  .  $256  76 


Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  161  boys  per 
week  ........ 


$4  91 


Shoes  made  by  the  Shoe-shop  for  boys  at  the  Insti¬ 
tution  ........  $1,047  38 

Printing  done  by  the  Planting  Office  for  the  Institu¬ 
tion  ........  136  15 


Making  an  additional  income  from  Industries  of 


$1,183  53 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  2  G. 


Expenses  for  Parental  School . 

Salaries : 

Superintendent 
Officers  and  Matrons 
Teachers 


$2,000  00 
14,909  13 
9,218  65 


Food  and  ice 
Fuel  and  lights  . 

Clothing  and  bedding  . 

Repairs  and  improvements 
Furniture  and  utensils 
Agricultural  supplies  . 

Laundry 

School  and  library  supplies 
Soap  and  disinfectants 
Medical  care  and  supplies 
Printing,  stationery  and  postage 
Sundries  (including  entertainment  of  inmates 
transportation,  freight  and  telephone) 

Taxes  and  Rent  of  Helen  Cheever  Cottage 


Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses 


Income. 

Laundry  work  done  for  the  Suffolk 

School  ......  $958  96 

Cash  received  account  board  of  boys  .  135  00 

Income  from  Parental  School  (sent  to  - * - 

City  Collector)  ...... 

Net  total  ....... 


$26,127  78 
13,450  39 
5,567  01 
3,293  50 
3,179  03 
2,006  88 
1,829  33 
999  00 
687  24 
646  78 
595  42 
421  40 

609  27 
344  85 

$59,757  88 
550  00 

$60,307  88 


1,093  96 
$59,213  92 


Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  228  boys  and 
6  girls  at  the  Parental  School  during  the  year, 


$253  05 


Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  228  boys  and 
6  girls  at  the  Parental  School  per  week 


$4  84 


Laundry  work  was  done  for  the  officers  and  inmates 
of  the  Parental  School,  making  an  additional 
income  of  ...... 


$2,980  00 
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TABLE  NO.  3. 

Inventory ,  and  Appraisal  of  Real  and  Personal  Estate , 

January  32,  1909. 


Office  of  the  Trustees  and  Placing— Out  Division. 


Furniture,  etc.  .... 

•  •  • 

$1,000 

00 

Stationery  and  office  supplies 

•  •  • 

300 

00 

Clothing  and  dry  goods 

•  •  * 

2,643 

81 

Total 

•  •  • 

$3,943 

81 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys, 

Rainsford  Island. 

LiO/iid  »•••«• 

$20,000  00 

Buildings  ..... 

43,000  00 

$63,000 

00 

Bedding,  clothing  and  dry  goods  . 

•  •  • 

3,921 

00 

Household  goods  and  furniture  . 

•  •  • 

3,225 

00 

Coal  ...... 

•  •  • 

2,000 

00 

Agricultural  department,  equipment  and  supplies  . 

1,987 

00 

Sundry  other  maintenance  supplies 

•  •  • 

3,642 

00 

$77,775 

00 

Shoemaking  department,  equipment  and  supplies  . 

5,567 

00 

Printing  department,  equipment  and  supplies 

2,295 

00 

Total  ..... 

/  , 

V 

•  •  • 

$85,637 

00 

Parental  School,  West  Roxbury. 

• 

Land 

$52,500  00 

Buildings  ..... 

195,000  00 

$247,500 

00 

Furniture  and  household  goods  . 

•  •  • 

6,400 

00 

Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods 

•  •  • 

4,000 

00 

Agricultural  department,  stock,  vehicles  and  sup- 

plies  ..... 

•  •  • 

1,500 

00 

Coal  ...... 

•  •  • 

1,200 

00 

School  equipment  and  supplies 

•  •  • 

1,100 

00 

Sundry  other  supplies 

•  •  • 

2,275 

00 

Total  .... 

•  •  • 

$263,975 

00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  SUFFOLK  SCHOOL 

FOR  BOYS. 


TABLE  NO.  4. 

Number  Committed  during  the  year  ending  January  31 ,  1909 , 

Classified  by  Offences. 

Offences  against  property  : 

Attempt  to  break  and  enter . 3 

Breaking  and  entering . 15 

Breaking,  entering  and  larceny  ....  27 

Breaking  glass . 2 

Burning  a  building . 2 

Forgery  and  uttering . 1 

Larceny . 41 

Larceny  from  person . 4 

Larceny  from  realty . 1 

Stealing  a  bicycle . 1 

Unlawfully  appropriating  a  horse,  harness  and 

wagon . 2 

Wantonly  injuring  a  load  of  hay  ....  1 

—  Percent. 

100  60.98 

Offences  against  the  person  : 

Assault  and  battery . 6  3.66 

Other  offences  : 

Being  a  runaway . 1  .61 

Idle  and  disorderly . 2  1.22 

Unnatural  and  lascivious  act . 1  .61 

Vagrancy . 1  .61 

Committed  as  delinquent  children  .  .  .  .  2  1.22 

Committed  as  stubborn  children  ....  18  10.97 

Returned  from  probation  by  Trustees  ...  33  20.12 


164  100.00 


Commitments ,  Discharges ,  and  Number  of  Inmates  during  the  last  Ten  Years , 
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Number  Released  on  Probation  and  Discharged  during  the  Year ,  and  their  Condition  at  the  end  of  the  Year. 
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167 

Discharged  from  the  Suffolk 
School  for  Boys. 

• 

To  Massachusetts  Reformatory  . 

To  Pauper  Department . 

Died . 

Total  discharged . 

Released  on  Probation. 

To  home,  to  attend  school  .  .  . 

To  home,  to  work . 

To  be  indentured . 

Boarding . 

Total  number  released  on  pro- 
bation . . 

Total  discharged  and  released 
on  probation . 
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TABLE  NO.  6. 

Number  Committed  during  the  Year  from  each  of  the  Court 


Districts  of  the  City. 

South  Boston  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

Roxbury  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

East  Boston  .........  18 

Juvenile  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Superior  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Charlestown  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

West  Roxbury  ........  6 

Brighton  .........  4 

Dorchester  .........  3 

Chelsea  .........  2 


131 

Returned  .........  33 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .164 


TABLE  NO.  7. 

Nativity ,  and  Nativity  of  Father ,  of  Boys  Committed  during 

the  Year. 


.  s 

Nativity. 

Percent. 

Nativity 
of  Father. 

Percent. 

Boston . 

122 

74.39 

29 

17.68 

Elsewhere  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  . 

19 

11.58 

3 

1.83 

Elsewhere  in  United 
States . 

10 

6.10 

15 

9.15 

Foreign  born . 

13 

7.93 

100 

60.98 

Unknown . 

.... 

.... 

17 

10.36 

Total . 

164 

.  100.00 

164 

100.00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department.  41 

TABLE  NO.  8. 


Number  Committed  by  Months  during  the  Year . 


February 

,  1908 

14 

September,  1908  . 

13 

March, 

u 

18 

October,  “ 

13 

April, 

a 

24 

November,  “ 

11 

May, 

it 

25 

December,  “ 

7 

June, 

a 

.  5 

January,  1909 

4 

July, 

a 

19 

August, 

a 

11 

Total 

.  164 

Average 

attendance 

in  Institution  .... 

.  161 

Largest  number  in 

Institution  during  year 

.  178 

Smallest 

number  in 

Institution 

during  year 

.  141 

TABLE  NO.  9. 

Age  of  Boys  at  Commitment  and  at  Release  on  Probation  during 

the  Year. 


Age. 

Number 

Committed. 

* 

Percent. 

Number 
Released  on 
Probation. 

Percent. 

9 

years . 

1 

.61 

10 

it 

2 

1.22 

•  \ 

11 

u 

6 

3.66 

3 

1.83 

12 

u 

10 

6.10 

6 

3.66 

13 

u 

17 

10.36 

10 

6.10 

14 

u 

25 

15.24 

15 

9.15 

15 

a 

55 

33.54 

41 

25.00 

16 

u 

39 

23.78 

59 

35.97 

17 

» 

8 

4.88 

28 

17.07 

18 

ct 

1 

.61 

2 

1.22 

Totals . 

Average  age . 

164 

14.57 

100.00 

164 

15.34 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  10. 

Boys  Discharged  or  Released  during  the  Year ,  classified  by 

duration  of  Commitment. 


1  month  .  1 

2  months .  1 

*4  “  1 

5  “  1 

6  “  .  20 

7  “  23 

8  “  25 

9  “  12 

10  “  .  11 

11  “  .  10 

1  year  .  9 

*1  u  1  month  .  6 

1  u  2  months .  4 

1  “  3  .  “  6 

1  “  4  “  7 

1  “  5  “  4 


1  year  6  months .  2 

1  “  7  “  1 

1  “  8  “  3 

1  “  9  “  2 

1  “  10  “  .  1 

1  “  11  “  3 

2  years .  1 

2  “  2  months .  2 

2  “  3  “  2 

2  “  6  “  .  2 

2  “  8  “  .  1 

3  “  .  2 

3  “  3  months .  1 

3  “  4  “  1 

3  “  7  “  1 

4  “  5  “  1 


*  Of  these,  one  was  transferred  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory. 


Average  time,  by  months,  spent  in  the  Suffolk  School 

for  Boys  by  all  boys  released  or  discharged  .  .  12.28 

Average  time,  by  months,  spent  in  the  Suffolk  School 
for  Boys  by  all  boys  released  on  probation 


12.30 
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TABLE  NO.  11. 

Conditions  and  Conduct  at  end  of  Year  1908  of  all  Boys  on 
Probation  outside  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys ,  subject  to  the 
Control  of  the  Trustees. 


On  Probation. 

At  home. 

On  Probation. 

On  indenture 
and  boarding. 

On  Probation. 
Working  inde¬ 

pendently. 

All  boys  on 

probation. 

Percent. 

Doing  well  . 

83 

15 

1 

99 

48.53 

Conduct  fair . 

61 

•  • 

1 

62 

30.40 

Conduct  unsatisfactory  .  .  . 

30 

4 

•  • 

34 

16.66 

Have  been  in  other  penal 

institutions . 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

2.94 

Whereabouts  and  conditions 

unknown  . 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1.47 

Total . 

182 

20 

2 

204 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  12. 

Status  of  all  Boys  under  Twenty -one  whose  Names  were  on  the  Books 
of  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  from  May  2,  189 5 ,  to  January 
31,  1909. 

In  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys .  142 

Released  from  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  but 

STILL  SUBJECT  TO  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 

At  home  (working) .  155 

At  home  (attending  school)  .  21 

Boarding  .  5 

Indentured  (working)  .  15 

Working  independently . .  2 

In  penal  institutions  other  than  the  Massachusetts 

Reformatory  .  3 

Hospital  for  Epileptics .  0 

Lost  sight  of  .  3 

—  204 

Discharged  from  the  care  of  this  Department. 

Released  to  go  out  of  State .  70 

In  United  States  Army .  26 

In  United  States  Navy  and  Marine  Corps .  63 

Committed  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory  this  year,  25 
Committed  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory,  former 

years .  117 

Deported . • .  1 

Discharged  to  Massachusetts  State  Prison .  2 

“  to  parents  as  unfit  subjects  . .  * . .  2 

“  to  Sockanosset  School .  2 

u  to  Lyman  School  .  2 

“  to  Parental  School .  2 

u  to  Insane  Hospital  .  1 

“  to  School  for  Feeble-Minded .  2 

“  to  Home  for  Destitute  Catholic  Chil¬ 
dren  .  2 

“  to  Pauper  Department .  1 

u  on  account  of  error  in  commitment  ...  2 

u  on  decision  of  Corporation  Counsel  ....  1 

“  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus  .  2 

“  by  order  of  Trustees .  124 

Fine  cases  discharged  at  expiration  of  sentence  or 

on  payment  of  fine,  previously .  199 

Discharged  on  arriving  at  age  of  twenty-one .  280 

Died .  29 

-  955 

Names  occurring  more  than  once  on  the  Records. 

Returned  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  this  year .  33 

Returned  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  previously ....  136 

Recommitted  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  by  courts 

this  year .  6 

Recommitted  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  by  courts 

previously .  26 

—  201 

Total  .  1,502 
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TABLE  NO.  13. 


Occupation  of  Boys  Outside  of  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  ( subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Trustees)  having  Regular  Employment  at 
end  of  Year  January  31,  1909. 


Employed  in  Trades  : 


Bakers  ....  3 

Blacksmith  .  .  .  1 

Bookbinder  1 

Carpenters  ...  2 

Cooper  1 

Electrician  1 

Gasfitters  ...  3 

Machinist  1 


Brought  forward  .  .13 

Mason  ....  1 

Moulders  ...  2 

Paper  hanger  1 

Plumbers ....  2 

Printers  .  .  .  .12 

Tailors  ....  4 

Tanner  1 


Carried  forward  .  .13 

Employed  in  Factories  : 

Shoe  shops  .... 
Factories  (other  than  shoe-shops) 

Employed  in  stores,  markets,  etc. 
Bookkeeper  .... 
Bootblacks  .... 
Chauffeurs  .... 
Conductor  .... 
Elevator  and  bell-boys  . 

Express  teams 

Farmers  .... 
Fireman  .... 
Florist  .... 

Hostler  .... 
Janitor  .  .  . 

Laborer  .... 
Laundry  .... 
Longshoremen 
Messenger  boys 
Milkman  .... 
Newsboys  .... 
Office  boys  .... 
Peddlers  .... 
Restaurant  .... 
Sailors  ..... 
Teamsters  .... 
Usher  .... 

Woody  ard  .... 


36 


8 

17 


1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

t 

1 

2 

9 

9 

1 

o 

mJ 

5 

1 

1 


25 

17 


74 

152 


Total 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PARENTAL  SCHOOL 

*  > 


TABLE  NO.  14. 


Movement  of  Population  in  the  Parental  School  during  the  Year 

ending  January  31 ,  1909. 


Number  in 
School. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 
Probation. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

I 

Died. 

Recommitted. 

First 

time. 

Second 

time. 

Third 

time. 

Feb.,  1908 . . 

240 

104 

16 

198 

61 

1 

57 

4 

0 

9 

TABLE  NO.  15. 

Nativity  of  Boys  and  Girls  Committed  and  Returned  from 
Probation  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Percent. 

Boston . 

114 

69  09 

Elsewhere  in  Massachusetts . 

19 

11.52 

Elsewhere  in  United  States  . . 

11 

6.67 

Foreign  born . 

21 

12.72 

Total . 

165 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  16. 

Nativity  of  Parents  of  Boys  and  Girls  Committed  and  Returned 
from  Probation  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Percent. 

Both  parents  born  in  United  States . 

31 

18.79 

11  11  Ireland . 

36 

21.82 

“  “  Russia . 

6 

3.66 

“  “  Italy  . 

12 

7.27 

“  “  Canada  . 

9 

5.45 

u  “  some  other  foreign 

countries . 

6 

3.64 

One  parent  native  born . 

28 

16.95 

Both  parents  foreign  born,  but  of  different 

nationalities  . 

13 

7.88 

One  parent  native  born  and  one  unknown.. 

8 

4.83 

One  parent  foreign  born  and  one  unknown . . 

6 

3.66 

Boys  whose  parents’  nativity  was  unknown  • . 

10 

6.05 

Total . 

165 

100.00 

TABLE  NO.  16  A. 

Parental  Relations  of  Boys  and  Girls  Committed  and  Returned 

from  Probation  during  Year. 


Both  parents  living 
Father  only  living  . 
Had  stepmother  . . . 
Mother  only  living 

Had  stepfather . 

Both  parents  dead 


Number. 

Percent. 

114 

69.09 

21 

12.73 

3 

1.82 

19 

11.51 

3 

1.82 

5 

3.03 

165 

100.00 

Total 
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TABLE  NO.  16  B. 

Place  in  Family  of  Boys  and  Girls  Committed  and  Returned 
from  Probation  during  the  Year . 


GROur. 

Number. 

To  eldest  child  group  . . . . . . . 

27 

To  youngest  child  group . 

46 

To  onlv  child  stout) . . . . . . 

7 

Total . . . 

80 

TABLE  NO.  17. 


Age  of  Boys  and  Girls  at  Commitment  during  the  Year. 


Age. 


Number. 


Percent. 


7  years 

8  “ 

9  “ 

10  “ 

11  “ 

12  “ 

13  « 

14  “ 

15  “ 


Total 


0 

0. 

7 

4.24 

10 

6.06 

18 

10.90 

31 

18.79 

38 

23.03 

45 

27.27 

12 

7.27 

4 

2.44 

L65 

100.00 

Average  age  :  12  years,  2  months,  6  days. 
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TABLE  NO.  18. 

Number  of  Boys  and  Girls  Committed  and  Returned  from 
Probation  from  each  of  the  Court  Districts  for  the  Year. 


Number. 

Percent. 

Central . 

12 

7  27 

Juvenile  (Central) . 

52 

31.52 

South  Boston . 

22 

13.33 

Roxburv . 

42 

25.46 

Dorchester . 

12 

7.27 

East  Boston . 

4 

2.42 

Charlestown . 

8 

4.85 

West  Roxbury . 

13 

7.88 

Total . 

165 

100.00 

TABLE  NO.  19. 

Average  Attendance  and  number  Committed ,  Discharged,  Released 
on  Probation ,  Returned  from  Probation,  and  the  Deaths ,  by 
Months ,  during  the  Year. 


T3 

a 

rj 

eturned 

from 

Probation. 

V 

fcJO 

u 

a 

A 

o 

a  . 
c  c 
—  c 

CC  C5 

aS£5 

O 

Died. 

®  S 
ixS 

as  si 
WC 
®  C 
>  a> 

o 

oo 

o 

» 

a 

◄ 

February,  1908  . 

11 

6 

2 

14 

238.67 

March,  “  . 

13 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

241.94 

April,  “  . 

8 

6 

2 

7 

244.67 

May,  “  . 

23 

10 

3 

16 

256.41 

June,  “  . 

9 

5 

1 

13 

1 

262.90 

July,  “  . 

4 

1 

9 

254.83 

August,  “  . 

4 

•  • 

18 

247.38 

September,  “  . 

2 

4 

•  • 

37 

217.10 

October,  “  . 

20 

11 

-  * 

20 

214.19 

November,  “  . 

5 

3 

2 

14 

209.20 

December,  “  . 

10 

2 

•  • 

23 

215.55 

January,  1909  . 

3 

6 

2 

19 

196.25 

Total  . 

104 

61 

16 

198 

1 

234.00 
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TABLE  NO.  20. 

Boy 8  and  Girls  Discharged  and  Released  during  the  Year  1908 , 
classified  by  duration  of  Commitment . 


One  month  or  less . 

0 

Brought  forward . 

113 

Two  months 

or  less . 

0 

Fourteen  months  or  less . .  • 

9 

Three 

tt 

tt 

1 

Fifteen  “ 

tt 

•  •  • 

16 

Four 

it 

tt 

0 

Sixteen  “ 

tt 

•  •  • 

14 

Five 

tt 

tt 

2 

Seventeen  “ 

tt 

•  •  • 

10 

Six 

tt 

tt 

1 

Eighteen  “ 

tt 

•  •  • 

7 

Seven 

tt 

tt 

17 

Nineteen  “ 

tt 

•  •  • 

8 

Eight 

tt 

tt 

16 

Twenty  “ 

tt 

•  •  • 

3 

Nine 

tt 

tt 

15 

Twenty-one  months  or  less, 

4 

Ten 

tt 

tt 

17 

Twenty-two 

tt  tt 

•  • 

3 

Eleven 

tt 

tt 

17 

Twenty-three 

tt  tt 

•  • 

2 

Twelve 

tt 

tt 

13 

Twenty -four 

tt  tt 

•  • 

4 

Thirteen 

months  or  less . . . 

14 

More  than  twenty- four 

months . 

22 

Carried  forward  . 

113 

Total . 

215 

Average  time  spent  in  the  Parental  School  by  boys  and  girls 
discharged  and  released  during  the  year:  14  months,  5  days. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PLACING-OUT  DIVISION. 


TABLE  NO.  21. 

Total  Number  of  Investigations  during  the  Year. 


For  admission  . 

Miscellaneous  . . 

Of  boarding  homes  . 

Of  free  homes  . 

For  adoption  and  guardianship . 

For  release  from  Placing-Out  Division . 

For  release  from  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  (to 
parents’  homes) . 

For  release  from  Parental  School  on  pro¬ 
bation  (to  parents’  homes)  . 

For  return  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  from 
probation  . 


Number. 

Percent. 

675 

30.86 

775 

35.42 

98 

4.48 

89 

4.07 

7 

.32 

107 

4.89 

180 

8.27 

223 

10.18 

33 

1.51 

2,187 

100.00 

Total 


TABLE  NO.  22. 

Investigation  and  Disposal  of  Applications  for  Admission  of  Dependent  Children  during  the  Year. 
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TABLE  NO.  23. 

Number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  Admitted  during 

the  Year. 


Boys. 

GIRLS. 

Total. 

Dependent  Children . 

113 

84 

197 

Neglected  Children . 

10 

11 

21 

Total . 

123 

t 

95 

218 

TABLE  NO.  24. 

Nativity ,  Parent  Nativity  (Father),  and  Color  of  Children 

Received  during  the  Year. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1908. 

Percent. 

1908. 

Percent. 

Native  born . . 

189 

95.94 

21 

100.00 

Foreign  born . 

8 

4.06 

Total . 

197 

100.00 

21 

100.00 

White . 

191 

96.95 

17 

80.95 

Colored . 

6 

3.05 

4 

19.05 

.  Nativity  of  Father. 

Native  born . 

57 

28.94 

12 

57.15 

Canada  and  Provinces  .. 

34 

17.25 

5 

23.80 

Foreign  born . 

85 

43.15 

4 

19.05 

Unknown  . 

21 

10.66 

Total . 

197 

100.00 

21 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  25. 

Parental  Relation  of  Children  Admitted  during  the  Year . 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1908. 

Percent. 

*8061 

Percent. 

Had  both  parents  . 

88 

44.66 

15 

71.43 

No  parents . 

15 

7.62 

4 

19.05 

Father  only . 

32 

16.24 

Mother  only . 

41 

20.82 

1 

4.76 

Illegitimate . 

21 

10.66 

1 

4.76 

Total . '• . 

197 

100.00 

21 

100.00 

Step-father  . 

3 

•  •  •  • 

1 

Step-mother . 

2 

Father  sick  or  disabled, 

13 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Mother  sick  or  disabled, 

41 

Both  parents  sick  or 

disabled . 

2 

Head  of  family  out  of 

employment  . 

40 

•  •  •  • 

8 

Intemperate  father . 

45 

•  •  •  • 

3 

Intemperate  mother  .... 

11 

•  •  •  • 

2 

Both  parents  intemper- 

ate  . 

3 

•  •  •  • 

6 

Parents  separated  . 

35 

•  •  •  • 

6 

Members  of  family  had 

been  arrested . 

28 

•  •  •  • 

4 

Parents  known  to  have 

received  charitable  aid, 

92 

•  •  •  • 

17 

Applications  for  Belease ,  to  Parents  or  Friends ,  Received  and  Investigated  during  the  Year. 
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TABLE  NO.  28. 

Children  Discharged  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  Indenture  . 

19 

30 

49 

From  Boarding . 

45 

35 

80 

From  other  Institutions . 

121 

87 

208 

Total . 

185 

152 

337 

TABLE  NO.  29. 

Discharged  from  Indenture  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Arrived  at  age . 

3 

14 

17 

Discharged  to  friends  and  relatives . 

•  • 

3 

3 

Adopted . 

Died . 

Enlisted  in  United  States  army  or  navy, 

Guardian . . . . . 

Absconded . 

1 

5 

6 

Self-supporting . 

15 

5 

20 

Married . 

•  • 

2 

2 

State  care . 

•  • 

1 

1 

Total . 

19 

30 

49 
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TABLE  NO.  30. 

Applications  from  People  desiring  to  take  Children  to  Board 

or  on  Indenture. 


Boarding. 

Indenture. 

Total  received . 

186 

173 

Approved . 

78 

79 

Disapproved . . . 

20 

10 

Filled  . 

28 

55 

Unfilled  (on  hand)  . 

123 

101 

Withdrawn  . 

14 

6 

TABLE  NO.  31. 

Transfers  during  the  Year. 


Rnvs . 

235 

236 

. . . . 

Girls . 

Total  . . . 

471 

TABLE  NO.  32. 

Transfers  of  Indentured  Children  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  indenture  to  indenture . 

46 

77 

123 

From  indenture  to  boarding . 

19 

29 

48 

Total . 

65 

106 

171 
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TABLE  NO.  33. 

Indentured  for  first  time  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  office . 

1 

2 

3 

From  boarding  homes . 

22 

23 

45 

Total  . 

23 

25 

48 

TABLE  NO.  34. 


Ages  of  Children  Indentured  (for  first  time )  during  the  Year. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

2  years  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

3  “  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

4  «  .... 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

2 

5  «  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

C  “  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

9  “  .... 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  i 

4 

10  “  .... 

2 

•  « 

•  • 

1 

3 

11  “  .... 

1 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

3 

12  “  .... 

5 

2 

1 

1 

9 

13  “  .... 

2 

•  • 

4 

2 

8 

14  “  .... 

4 

1 

3 

•  • 

8 

15  “  .... 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

2 

16  “  .... 

2 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

3 

19  «  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

Total  .... 

20 

3 

19 

6 

48 

■4 
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TABLE  NO.  36. 


Number  of  Children  in  each  Home  January  31,  1909. 


Boarding 

Homes. 

*  « 

Children 

Unrelated. 

Children 

Related. 

Total. 

Number  of  homes  with 

one  child . 

107 

•  • 

107 

44 

44 

two  children . 

29 

60 

89 

a 

44 

three  “  . 

13 

14 

27 

it 

44 

four  “  . 

3 

•  • 

3 

n 

44 

five  “  . 

2 

•  • 

2 

44 

44 

more  than  five  chil¬ 
dren  . 

3 

•  • 

3 

Free  Homes. 


Children 

Unrelated. 

Children 

Related. 

Total. 

266 

,  . 

266 

1 

2 

3 

•  • 

1 

1 

TABLE  NO.  37. 


Schooling  of  Placed- Out  Children  during  the  Year. 


Boarded. 

Indentured. 

Total. 

Children  Attending  School. 

Of  age  (5-15) . 

313 

116 

429 

Over  school  age . 

4 

7 

11 

Children  not  Attending  School. 

Over  school  age . 

10 

169 

179 

Under  school  age  . 

106 

5 

111 

Mentally  unfit . . 

Physically  unfit  . 

9 

•  • 

9 

f 

Total . 

442 

297 

739 
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TABLE  NO.  38. 

Average  Number  of  Visits  made  to  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  during  the  Year. 

Total  number  of  children  subject  to  visits  (dependent 

and  neglected)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .739 

Total  number  of  visits  made  .....  3,460 

Average  number  of  visits  to  each  child  .  .  .  44- 


TABLE  NO.  39. 

Distribution  of  Children  on  the  Rolls  of  this  Department  in  the 

Care  of  other  Institutions. 

Long  Island  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

State  Hospital  ........  1 

Massachusetts  Hospital  School  .....  23 

Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  .....  3 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  .  1 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  ....  4 

Infants  Hospital  .......  1 

House  of  the  Good  Shepherd  .....  6 

American  School  for  the  Deaf  .....  1 


Total 


51 


Deaths  that  have  Occurred  in  the  Placing- Out  Division  during  the  Year. 
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